
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 25, 2026 

 

[P]=Pastor  [A]=Assistant   [R]=Reader  [TFF]=This Far By Faith Hymnal*=Stand if you are able 

 

     OPENING 

 

PRELUDE  

 

      * BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

[P] In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and, of the Holy Spirit 

[C] Amen 

 

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

[C] Amen 

 

 [P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we confess 

our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

[P] Most merciful God. 

[C] We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew 

us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name. Amen. 



[P] Almighty God, in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 

our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the  †  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

SHARING  THE PEACE: 

[Pastor]   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

[Congregation]   And also with you. 

 

* OPENING HYMN – Lift High The Cross 

 

* GREETING 

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

[C] And also with you. 

 

*HYMN OF PRAISE 

Refrain:  This Is The Feast Of The Risen Jesus!  Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

This Is The Feast Of The Risen Jesus! Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

1. Worthy is Christ who died for us, who set us free on the cross.                

 Worthy is Christ who died for us, who set us free on the cross. (Refrain) 
 

2. Power and riches, wisdom thanks , be to our God and the Lamb.      

 Power and riches, wisdom, thanks,  be to our God and the Lamb. (Refrain) 
 

3. Sing to the Lord a glorious hymn, and join creation's amen. 

Sing to the Lord a glorious hymn, and join creation's amen. (Refrain) 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

[A] The Lord be with you.  

[C] And also with you.  

[A] Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.  

[C] Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church 

in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in 

your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of 

the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
31 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and the house of Judah. 32 It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors 

when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33 But this is the covenant that I will make with 

the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write 

it on their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34 No longer shall they 



teach one another or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the 

least of them to the greatest, says the Lord, for I will forgive their iniquity and remember their 

sin no more. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation:  Thanks Be to God 

 

PSALMODY :  Choir  

 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 

19 Now we know that, whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 

every mouth may be silenced and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20 For no 

human will be justified before him by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes 

the knowledge of sin.  21 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of God has been 

disclosed and is attested by the Law and the Prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through the 

faith of Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and 

fall short of the glory of God; 24 they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 

blood, effective through faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in his 

divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26 it was to demonstrate at 

the present time his own righteousness, so that he is righteous and he justifies the one who has 

the faith of Jesus.27 Then what becomes of  boasting? It is excluded. Through what kind of law? 

That of works? No, rather through the law of faith. 28 For we hold that a person is justified by 

faith apart from works prescribed by the law.  

 

[R] The Word of the Lord 

[C] Thanks Be to God 

 

* ALLELUIA VERSE: ALLELUIA! LORD, WHERE SHALL WE GO 

   Verse 1: (Call)     Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go?    (Response)   Alleluia! Lord, where shall 

we go? 
 

(Call)    Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go?  (Response)   Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go? 
 

(Call)     Alle     (Response)   Alle 
 

(Call)    Alleluia!     (Response)   Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go? 
 

(Call)    Alle    (Response)        Alle 
 

(Call)    Alleluia!     (Response)       Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go? 
 

Verse 2:(Call)   For you have the words of eternal life.  (Response)  For you have the words of 

eternal life. 
 

(Call)   For you have the words of eternal life.   (Response)    For you have the words of eternal 

life. 
 

(Call)   For you    (Response)       For you 
 

(Call)   For only you.    (Response)   For you have the words of eternal life. 
 



(Call)   For you     (Response)  For you 
 

(Call)   For only you.    (Response)    For you have the words of eternal life.  (Repeat Verse 1) 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO: St. John 8:31-36 

[C] Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name!  

Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name! 
31 Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 

disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33 They answered him, 

“We are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by 

saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 34 Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who 

commits sin is a slave to sin. 35 The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the 

son has a place there forever. 36 So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
 

[P] The Gospel of the Lord 

 

[C] Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name!  

Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name! 

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON  

 

* THE SERMON HYMN:  A Mighty Fortress 

 

* THE CREED  

   [P] Let us join together and confess our faith using the words of the Creed Song. 

 

    SONG – I Believe I Do Believe 

Refrain:    I Believe, I Do Believe, Truly I Believe It, Truly I Believe It,Truly I Believe It. 

I Believe, I Do Believe, Truly I Believe It, Truly I Believe It, Truly I Believe It. 
 

1. I believe in God the almighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator. 

I believe in God the almighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator. 

(Refrain)  
 

2. I believe in Jesus the Savior of the people, Savior of the people, Savior of the people.            

I believe in Jesus the Savior of the people, Savior of the people, Savior of the people. 

(Refrain) 
 

3. And I do believe in the power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit.  And 

I do believe in the power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit. (Refrain) 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH [Assisting Minister] 

 

OFFERING 



[A] Please take this time to prepare your tithes and offerings. Those worshiping on site should 

bring your offering forward during communion and place it in the offering plate at the front of the 

sanctuary. 

CHOIR ANTHEM:  

 

* OFFERTORY: We Praise You God 

1.  We praise you God, the creator of the heavens! We praise you God, the creator of the 

heavens! We praise you God the creator of the heavens! We praise you for giving us 

life! 
 

2.  We thank you Jesus, for all that you have given! We thank you Jesus, for all that you 

have given! We thank you Jesus, for all that you have given! We thank you for giving 

us life! 
 

3.  We bless the Spirit, restoring us to wholeness! We bless the Spirit, restoring us to 

wholeness!  We bless the Spirit, restoring us to wholeness! We bless you for giving us 

life! 
 

4.  We praise you God, the Creator of the heavens! We thank you Jesus, for all that you 

have given! We bless the Spirit, restoring us to wholeness! We thank you for giving us 

life! 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

[A]  Let us pray. 

[C]  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings 

are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our 

hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always. Amen. 

 

MEAL 

*  THE  GREAT THANKSGIVING  

[P]   The Lord be with you. 

[C]  And also with you. 

[P]   Lift up your hearts. 

[C]   We lift them to the Lord. 

[P]   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

[C]   It is right to give God thanks and praise 

   [P]  It is indeed .... 

1. Holy, holy, Lord, almighty, glory fills the earth. Holy, holy, Lord, almighty, glory fills 

the earth. 

 Refrain: Holy holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. 

    Holy holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. 

3. Sing Hosanna in the highest to the Holy Lord. Sing Hosanna in the highest to the Holy 

Lord. Refrain: 

 
* WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

[P]  In the night in which he was betrayed........       



* PRAYER SONG – Lord God Of Power and Fame 

1. (Call)   Lord God of power and fame,  (Response) Lord God of power and fame 
 

(Call)  Hallowed be your name; (Response) Hallowed be your name 
 

(Call)  Humbly your will be done,    (Response)   Humbly your will be done 
 

(Call)  Until the kingdom come; (Response)  Until the kingdom come 
 

(Call)  The living depend on you, (Response) The living depend on you 
 

(Call)  Forgiven and forgiving too;  (Response)    Forgiven and forgiving too 
 

(Call)  Lord God of power and fame, (Response) Lord God of power and fame 
 

(Call)  Hallowed be your name. (Response)        Hallowed be your name. 
 

2.     (Call)  Glory to you, O Lord,   (Response)  Glory to you, O Lord, 
 

(Call)  Holy forevermore;   (Response) Holy forevermore 
 

(Call)  Stay in temptation's hour! (Response) Stay in temptation's hour 
 

(Call)  Breaking the tempter's pow'r.   (Response)  Breaking the tempter's pow'r 
 

     (Call)  The living depend on you,   (Response)    The living depend on you 
 

    (Call)  Forgiven and forgiving too;  (Response)   Forgiven and forgiving too 
 

    (Call)   Glory to you, O Lord,    (Response)   Glory to you, O Lord 
 

    (Call)  Holy forevermore.    (Response) Holy forevermore. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

[P] Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT: 

 

COMMUNION 

       Now Behold The Lamb 

Now behold the Lamb, the precious Lamb of God, 

who bore all my sin, that I may live again: the precious Lamb of God. 
 

Holy is the Lamb, the precious Lamb of God. 

Why you love me so, Lord, I shall never know; the precious Lamb of God. 

Thank you for the Lamb, the precious Lamb of God. 

Because of your grace I can finish the race; the precious Lamb of God. 

 

             Communion Hymn:   Amazing Grace 

 

* HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING  



[P] Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of 

life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.  

[C] Amen. 

 

* CANTICLE: Blessed Be The Name Of The Lord 

 

SENDING 

* PRAYER 

[A] Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and abundant 

life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us living signs 

of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose name we pray. 

[C] Amen.  

 

* BENEDICTION:  

[P]   The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ 

Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the 

interceding of the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

[C]   Amen. 

 

* CLOSING HYMN: We’ve Come This Far By Faith 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• TODAY IS REFORMATION SUNDAY - On this day we celebrate the heart of our faith: the 

Gospel of Christ, the Good News, that makes us free!  

• Bible Study is on Wednesday: NOON in the  CHURCH and via  ZOOM /  

at 7pm via Zoom.  The Gospel of Luke. 

• Pastor's Office Hours: Wednesday 10- Noon; make an appointment (919 -760 – 5482) or 

stop - in. 

• The fall, 2026 semi-annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, November 22, 

2026, following the worship service. At that time, the 2027 spending plan will be 

presented. The spending plan which will be shared prior to the meeting. Please add the date 

to your calendar. 
 

MISSION: We are Gathered and Sent to Proclaim, Serve and Share the Love of Jesus 

 

DISMISSAL 

  [P]   Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

  [C]  Thanks be to God.  
-  

 


