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TWENTIETH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

 October 18, 2026 

 
[P]=Pastor  [A]=Assistant   [R]=Reader  [TFF]=This Far By Faith Hymnal*=Stand if you are able 

 

OPENING 

 

PRELUDE  

 

* BRIEF ORDER OF CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

[P] In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and, of the Holy Spirit 

[C] Amen 

 

[P] Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

[C] Amen 

 

[P] If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

[P] Most merciful God. 

[C] We confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 

as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 

glory of your holy name. Amen. 

[P] Almighty God, in his mercy has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake, forgives us all 

our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and by his authority, I 

therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of 

the  †  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

SHARING  THE PEACE: 

[Pastor]   The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

[Congregation]   And also with you. 

 

* OPENING HYMN – I’d Rather Have Jesus 

 

* GREETING 

[P] The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 

be with you all.  

[C] And also with you. 
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*HYMN OF PRAISE 

Refrain:  This Is The Feast Of The Risen Jesus!  Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

This Is The Feast Of The Risen Jesus! Alleluia!   Alleluia! 

 Worthy is Christ who died for us, who set us free on the cross.                

 Worthy is Christ who died for us, who set us free on the cross. (Refrain) 
 

 Power and riches, wisdom thanks , be to our God and the Lamb.      

 Power and riches, wisdom, thanks,  be to our God and the Lamb. (Refrain) 
 

Sing to the Lord a glorious hymn, and join creation's amen. 

Sing to the Lord a glorious hymn, and join creation's amen. (Refrain) 

 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

[A] The Lord be with you.  

[C] And also with you.  

[A] Let us pray together the Prayer of the Day.  

[C] Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your 

image; created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you 

what is yours, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.    Amen 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 45:1-7 
1 Thus says the Lord to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have grasped to subdue 

nations before him and to strip kings of their robes, to open doors before him— and the 

gates shall not be closed: 2 I will go before you and level the mountains; I will break in 

pieces the doors of bronze and cut through the bars of iron; 3 I will give you the treasures of 

darkness and riches hidden in secret places, so that you may know that it is I, the Lord, the 

God of Israel, who call you by your name. 4 For the sake of my servant Jacob and Israel my 

chosen, I call you by your name; I give you a title, though you do not know me. 5 I am the 

Lord, and there is no other; besides me there is no god. I arm you, though you do not know 

me, 6 so that they may know, from the rising of the sun and from the west, that there is no 

one besides me; I am the Lord, and there is no other. 7 I form light and create darkness, I 

make weal and create woe; I the Lord do all these things. 

 

Reader: The Word of the Lord 

Congregation:  Thanks Be to God 

 

PSALMODY : The Choir (Have You Thanked The Lord) 

 

SECOND READING: 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10 
1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the 

Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.  2 We always give thanks to God for all of you 

and mention you in our prayers, constantly 3 remembering before our God and Father your 

work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 4 For we 

know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 5 because our message 

of the gospel came to you not in word only but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and 
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with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we proved to be among you for 

your sake. 6 And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you 

received the word with joy from the Holy Spirit, 7 so that you became an example to all the 

believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. 8 For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from 

you not only in Macedonia and Achaia but in every place your faith in God has become 

known, so that we have no need to speak about it. 9 For they report about us what kind of 

welcome we had among you and how you turned to God from idols to serve a living and 

true God 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, 

who rescues us from the coming wrath. 

 

     [R] The Word of the Lord 

[C] Thanks Be to God 

 

* ALLELUIA VERSE: ALLELUIA! LORD, WHERE SHALL WE GO 

   Verse 1: (Call)     Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go?    (Response)   Alleluia! Lord, where 

shall we go? 

 

(Call)    Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go?  (Response)  Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go? 
 

(Call)     Alle     (Response)   Alle 
 

(Call)    Alleluia!     (Response)   Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go? 
 

(Call)    Alle    (Response)        Alle 
 

(Call)    Alleluia!     (Response)       Alleluia! Lord, where shall we go? 
 

Verse 2:(Call)   For you have the words of eternal life.  (Response)  For you have the words 

of eternal life. 
 

(Call)   For you have the words of eternal life.   (Response)    For you have the words of 

eternal life. 

(Call)   For you    (Response)       For you 
 

(Call)   For only you.    (Response)   For you have the words of eternal life. 
 

(Call)   For you     (Response)  For you 
 

(Call)   For only you.    (Response)    For you have the words of eternal life.  

 (Repeat Verse 1) 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL ACCORDING TO: St. Mark 12: 41- 44 

[C] Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name!  

Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name! 

Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd 

putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts. 42 

But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a few cents. 43 

Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more 
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into the treasury than all the others. 44 They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her 

poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on.” 

 

[P] The Gospel of the Lord 

[C]  Glory, Glory, Hallelujah, Lord we praise your holy name!  

 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 

SERMON –  Rev. Dr. Julius Caroll 

 

* THE SERMON HYMN:   I Surrender All 

 

* THE CREED SONG 

   [P] Let us join together and confess our faith using the words of the Creed Song. 

 

    SONG – I Believe I Do Believe 

       Refrain:    I Believe, I Do Believe, Truly I Believe It, Truly I Believe It,Truly I Believe It. 

I Believe, I Do Believe, Truly I Believe It, Truly I Believe It, Truly I Believe It. 

            I believe in God the almighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator. 

 I believe in God the almighty Lord Creator, mighty Lord Creator,  

 mighty Lord Creator. (Refrain)  
 

I believe in Jesus the Savior of the people, Savior of the people, Savior of the people.  I 

believe in Jesus the Savior of the people, Savior of the people, Savior of the people. 

(Refrain) 
 

And I do believe in the power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit.  

And I do believe in the power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit, power of the Spirit. 

(Refrain) 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH [Assisting Minister] 

 

OFFERING 

[A] Please take this time to prepare your tithes and offerings. Those worshiping on site should 

bring your offering forward during communion and place it in the offering plate at the front of 

the sanctuary. 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM: The Choir (My Everything) 

 

* OFFERTORY: We Praise You God 

We praise you God, the creator of the heavens! We praise you God, the creator of the 

heavens! We praise you God the creator of the heavens! We praise you for giving us life! 
 

We thank you Jesus, for all that you have given! We thank you Jesus, for all that you have 

given! We thank you Jesus, for all that you have given! We thank you for giving us life! 
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We bless the Spirit, restoring us to wholeness! We bless the Spirit, restoring us to 

wholeness!  We bless the Spirit, restoring us to wholeness! We bless you for giving us 

life! 
 

 We praise you God, the Creator of the heavens! We thank you Jesus, for all that you have 

given! We bless the Spirit, restoring us to wholeness! We thank you for giving us life! 

 

* OFFERING PRAYER 

[A]  Let us pray. 

[C]  God of creation, you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All 

blessings are from you; make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our 

abilities, and our hearts in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and 

always. Amen. 

MEAL 

*  THE  GREAT THANKSGIVING  

[P]   The Lord be with you. 

[C]  And also with you. 

[P]   Lift up your hearts. 

[C]   We lift them to the Lord. 

[P]   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

[C]   It is right to give God thanks and praise 

[P]  It is indeed .... 

 

Holy, holy, Lord, almighty, glory fills the earth. Holy, holy, Lord, almighty, glory fills 

the earth. 

 Refrain:   Holy holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. 

      Holy holy, holy, holy, holy, holy, Lord God almighty. 

Sing Hosanna in the highest to the Holy Lord. Sing Hosanna in the highest to the Holy 

Lord. Refrain: 

 

* WORDS OF INSTITUTION  

[P]  In the night in which he was betrayed........       

 

* PRAYER SONG – Lord God Of Power and Fame 

1. (Call)   Lord God of power and fame,  (Response) Lord God of power and fame 
 

(Call)  Hallowed be your name; (Response) Hallowed be your name 
 

(Call)  Humbly your will be done,    (Response)   Humbly your will be done 
 

(Call)  Until the kingdom come; (Response)  Until the kingdom come 
 

(Call)  The living depend on you, (Response) The living depend on you 
 

(Call)  Forgiven and forgiving too;  (Response)    Forgiven and forgiving too 
 

(Call)  Lord God of power and fame, (Response) Lord God of power and fame 
 

(Call)  Hallowed be your name. (Response)        Hallowed be your name. 
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2.     (Call)  Glory to you, O Lord,   (Response)  Glory to you, O Lord, 
 

(Call)  Holy forevermore;   (Response) Holy forevermore 
 

(Call)  Stay in temptation's hour! (Response) Stay in temptation's hour 
 

(Call)  Breaking the tempter's pow'r.   (Response)  Breaking the tempter's pow'r 
 

    (Call)  The living depend on you,   (Response)   The living depend on you 
 

    (Call)  Forgiven and forgiving too;  (Response)   Forgiven and forgiving too 
 

    (Call)   Glory to you, O Lord,    (Response)   Glory to you, O Lord 
 

    (Call)  Holy forevermore.    (Response) Holy forevermore. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

[P] Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come! 

 

THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT: 

 

COMMUNION 

Now Behold The Lamb 

Now behold the Lamb, the precious Lamb of God, 

who bore all my sin, that I may live again: the precious Lamb of God. 

Holy is the Lamb, the precious Lamb of God. 

Why you love me so, Lord, I shall never know; the precious Lamb of God. 

Thank you for the Lamb, the precious Lamb of God. 

Because of your grace I can finish the race; the precious Lamb of God. 
 

Communion Hymn:   Give Me Jesus 

 

* HOLY COMMUNION BLESSING  

[P] Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the 

bread of life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need.  

[C] Amen. 

 

* POST COMMUNION CANTICLE: Blessed Be The Name Of The Lord 

Blessed be the name of the Lord. He is worthy to be praised and adored. So we lift up 

holy hands in one accord, singing blessed be the name, blessed be the name, blessed be 

the name of the Lord. (Repeat) 
 

SENDING 

* PRAYER 

[A] Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world. Make us 

living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in 

whose name we pray. 

[C] Amen.  
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* BENEDICTION:  

[P]   The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the interceding of 

the Spirit. 

Amen. 

The God of grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 

[C]   Amen. 

 

* CLOSING HYMN: Take My Life 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• Today is Stewardship Sunday at Abiding Savior.  Please prayerfully consider how you and 

your household will respond to God's call. Time and talent sheets as well as financial 

pledge cards are available.  Links to the forms were also sent via email. 
  

• Bible Study is on Wednesday: NOON in the  CHURCH and via  ZOOM /  

at 7pm via Zoom.  The Gospel of Luke. 
 

• Pastor's Office Hours: Wednesday 10- Noon; make an appointment (919 -760 – 5482) or 

stop - in. 
 

• REFORMATION SUNDAY is October 25, 2026 - On this day we celebrate the heart of 

our faith: the Gospel of Christ, the Good News, that makes us free! We have the assurance 

that humans may reach salvation by their faith and not by their deeds. If possible wear Red. 
 

• The fall, 2026 semi-annual congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, November 

22, 2026, following the worship service. At that time, the 2027 spending plan will be 

presented. The spending plan which will be shared prior to the meeting. Please add the 

date to your calendar. 

 
 

MISSION: We are Gathered and Sent to Proclaim, Serve and Share the Love of Jesus 

 

DISMISSAL 

  [P]   Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. 

  [C]  Thanks be to God.  
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